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Please recycle

Virginia Department of Environmental Quality, Division of Environmental Enhancement
P.O. Box 10009, Richmond, Virginia 23240. (804) 698-4029 Fax (804) 698-4224.
DEQ’s Community Involvement Initiative: The Department of Environmental Quality isdedicated to helping
the public better under stand DEQ’srolein protecting the environment, and to involving the public more
effectively in environmental decision making.

W elcome to Recycling Lines, a look at recycling newsin
the Commonwealth and across the nation. We hope that
some of thisinformation is helpful to you in your programs,
and hope you’ll help us with news from your area related
recycling. Had a successful collection event? Havea
recycling problem? Let us know by sending this
information to Steve Coe at gscoe@deqg.vir ginia.gov.

Recycling Markets Development Council

The RMDC met on June 14" at the Hampton Roads
Public Service office in Chesapeake. The meeting
continued the RMDC’sreview of the recycling rate
reporting program, and the members received comments
from the localities on issuesthey face in gathering data and
quantifying recycling in their jurisdictions. TheRMDC’s
recycling rate subcommittee provided draft language for
possible madification of the existing legislation to allow for
variable or tiered recycling goals for localities, dependent
on a number of factors which might affect their recycling
program success.

The RMDC isplanning its next meeting for September
21, 2005, in the South Boston area. Information about the
RMDC’s schedule can be found on the Commonwealth
Calendar.

Did You Know?

U.S. Senator James Jeffords (I-VT) proposed tax incentives
that would encourage businesses to recycle and to allow state
and local gover nmentsto issue tax-exempt bonds to finance
construction of recycling facilities. This proposal (Recycling
Investment Saves Energy Act, or RISE) was supported by a
number of environmental and industry groups (NRC,
SWANA, Sierra Club, National L eague of Cities), and was
considered and passed by the Senate Finance Committeein
June. Information on the bill can be found at the following
web sites:

Text: http://www.nr c-recycle.or g/advocacy/RI SEtext6-14-
05.pdf

Fact Sheet: http://www.nr c-

recycle.or g/advocacy/RI SEfactsheet6-14-05.pdf

Office Recycling Guidelines

If you'relooking for help in developing or providing
guidelinesto local businesses on how to set up recycling
programs, you might want to check out the information
provided by Busch Systemsin its July-August newsletter.
Their newsletter websiteis:
http://www.buschsystems.com/newsletter s/jul -
augO5newsletter.html .

Aluminum Can Recycling Challenge

The U.S. Conference of Mayorsis challenging cities
nationwide to recycle aluminum cansthrough its annual
Cansfor Cash City Recycling Challenge. The contest will
give two $5,000 awardsin four divisions based upon a city’'s
population. Running from September 1 through
September 16, 2005, the pr ogram will award the prizes for
the city that collects the most aluminum bever age cans for
recycling, and for the city with the most innovative ideas
promoting aluminum beverage can recycling in their
community. In 2004, mor e than 50 cities participated in
the challenge, resulting in the collection and recycling of
over 60 million aluminum cans.

For information and to sign up for the challenge, visit this
web site: http://www.usmayor s.or g/uscm/mwma/novelis/

Web Linksof interest:
o www.aluminum.org/acc/aboutcurbsidepartner ship
.pdf
0 www.red.org

Cell Phone Recycling

» RMS Communications (Florida) has created a
website, www.r ecycleforus.com, that allows
individuals or stateand local governmentssend in
collected cell phonesin exchange for cash. All
program materials and shipping costs are freeto the
collecting organizations.

» Ripmobile, a program by the cell phone recycling
company CollectiveGood, pays cash or provides
mer chandise options for old cell phones. Visit their
website at www.ripmobile.com.

» DEQ will be completing its study on cell phone
recycling in the Commonwealth soon. Thanksto all
those localitiesthat responded to the short survey on
how cell phone recycling questions wer e handled in
your community.

Disclaimer: Referencein thispublication to any specific business,
commercial product, processor service by tradename, trademark or
otherwise doesnot congtitute or imply endor sement, recommendation or
favoring by the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality or any other
state gover nment agency.




